
Neighbourhood plan update: initial public opinion survey results 
 
At the time of writing, the neighbourhood plan steering group is preparing to publish a 
report on the outcomes of its initial public opinion survey. Conducted between April and 
June 2022, our survey sought to understand what matters to local people about issues over 
which a neighbourhood plan may have some influence.  
 
Broadly speaking, residents’ concerns could be described by five main themes, although we 
recognise the interdependence of many issues. Below, each category is illustrated by a 
handful of examples: 

1. changing village identity – expansion of Greater Cambridge; loss of village character 
and community feel 

2. housing design and unmet needs – new build design should complement existing 
vernacular; lack of small, starter and affordable homes 

3. environmental degradation – loss of greenbelt and biodiversity; protection of 
important views; planning conditions to protect and enhance wildlife 

4. travel and transport woes – growing congestion; poor public transport; reliance on 
cars 

5. inadequate amenities – demand for better local shops and services; improved 
countryside access.  

 
The outcomes of community engagement will be combined with other information (such as 
a local housing needs analysis, landscape character assessment and local plan data) to 
create a large evidence base to underpin development of our neighbourhood planning 
policies. These are the most important outcomes of any neighbourhood plan because they 
form part of the statutory development plan against which planning applications are 
assessed.  
 
The full report is available online at www.greatshelfordparishcouncil.gov.uk/sgsnplan and in 
hard copy at Great Shelford Library. 
 
The steering group and Parish Councils would like to thank everyone who has supported the 
development of our neighbourhood plan so far. There will be further opportunities to 
participate as the process moves forward.  
 
Cllr Jenny Flynn 
Chair of the neighbourhood plan steering group; Vice Chair, Stapleford Parish Council 
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